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WATERFOWL FOOD IMPROVING IN
CURRITUCK SOUND AND BACK BAY

Waterfowl-food plants in the Currituck Sound - Back Bay region in
North Carolina and Virginia show an éncouraging recovery this year from the
pollution and turbidity of the water that a few years ago threatened to ruin
what was once a hunter!s paradise, reports the Bureau of Biological Survey,

U. S. Department of Agriculture,

Bureau investigators have recently found a better crop of duck-food
plants growing in the region that has been known there for several years. The
plants, they report, are healthier and are appearing in areas that have been
barren for some time,

After removal of the locks in the Albemarle-Chesapeake Canal in 1918--
a war measure and one intended to facilitate commerce--pollution, explains
the Bureau, came into the sound and bay through the canal. The water became
turbid, and waterfowl-food and fish conditions in the area grew progressively
worse: | |

Reétored about a year ago, the locks again block the movement of
water carrying industrial pollution from Norfolk and Portsmouth, The tur-
bidity, which prevented the sun's rays from penetrating the water and thus
made ﬁlant growth almost impossible, is clearing up as rapidly as could be
expected, says the Biological Survey. |
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Ge Co Co BERFEIS COSTROL HOLEVES N

The Freaident's progrsm of Emergency Conservation work has givem
the Burem of Blologlcal Survey -nd the Forest Zervice ouprortunity te
onrrTy on more extensively long-needed control operations to decreass
the nuzbers of injuricue rodents on naticnal foresSs., Eseh year these
pests Jestroy many s-edlings snd growing trees =nd oause erosion by
their workings in the surfase soil, killing off gzround covaer, snd
Braaking earthen gheak dsms nnd drainas:e ditohes by burrowing Shrough
them, Yor exsmvle, on some plantati ns in the Zuperior Hstional Forest
in Minussotsa, Porest Jervices offici:=ls report that radbits bave seriously
damaged 94 percent of the living whits pine, of vhich 64 percent is recent;
85 peroemt of the Gorway pine, of vhich B9 pereemt is recent; s»nd 88 ercent
of the spruce, of which 57 percsnt 1s regent, In “isconsin aleo plantadions
were domaged heavily,

™o seriousnesns of parcaplce devastation in national forssts, in-
eluding plantisgs, is well iliustrated in southwesterz Zolornio, whsre on
one Torest appveximetely 200,000 mcres sre #0 b dly infestsd with roreupines
thst these rodsnts are re; ried to De more destructive to Wrees than is sy
other agonsy. ‘

On the Nebrasia Yntl nal ¥ rest, in western liebramie, where a 1l roe
aren of open land is Bel-g forested, it is imposs=itle to grow the Srues
rithout first resoving pocket gorhiars. In moustzin aress of the Yest these
rodents are especially oblsetionadle as the cmusative srente of destrustive
erszicn, In sumaer the pociet gophers thwow the 4irt removed from thelr
burrows to the surface, piling it up in mou~ds. %hen the snow gomes in

fall, and defore it has melted ~woy in epring, they pash the surplus dirt



oub of their umisrground werkings in the form of long; cheiniiie ridges;
or uinature diime, 7ith the melting of the snow, these earthworks form

grade chan:els for watar, which starts definite er:sion scare. Later, wnea
gsttle end shesp enter the mountain sreas, the trampling sSock dresk into
she shaliow rumways, aresting more passa.eways L0 carry off the rains and
melting mows, mmd thus srosion {s further faeilitated.

Civiiimn Consarvstion Corps' workers are ehosen from the larze Cone
esntrution Camos 98t-blished on the nati nal forests, working in crows of
#ix So Swelve aen, dletriduting grain belts about the hurrows of the rodemts,,
The baits ars especislly yrepared st a Balt Mixing Station maintisined by the
Blologi al Swrvey at Potatelle, ldsho, where the best grade of oats odisinadle
is purchased, to de stemmed and orushed there bdefore bdelng trosted =ith =»
ooaking of stardh and strychnine. The daits are first fuoroughly cloesned
%o remove erncked iernels snd weed seeds, which might endsnier dird life,
and grest Gare is Ltaoen to rrevent the spresd of injurious seeds in the
rooess of dletridlating the gr=in, The prepared dait ie shi: 24 to the
varicos ommne in h-avy Durlap, paper-lined Bnzs, securely tled with wire,

den the oen loave gnmp in the morning esch earries n canv:s bag
filied sith thls polso-sd sraln, which he dlstributes enrefully shout
the holes where gro.und squirrels, pocket go:lers, prairie doge, »nl kengsrd
rats, and other rodents will find it, Zach crew works under tie supervision
of o furgamn who has ned previous Blologlosl Survey trafaiae {n rodent-goutrel
methods. It is notlceable in each gmap that many wen are anxicas to join
the roderg-gontrel sqguade, ag it is 2 typs of work shat 12 not only of
interest o them bBut one that showe i{muedi ote and benefleisl rosuits, From
present indlestions the sesson's onerati ns will record emselient work

done in rodent coatrol by the members of the Clviliasn Consarvation Corps.

- Ban



